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Report Highlights: 

Nicaragua reported an outbreak of New World screwworm to the World Organization for Animal Health 

following confirmation of a sample collected on March 12, 2024. Nicaragua is the largest cattle 

producer in Central America and last detected screwworm in 1996. The estimated value of the benefits 

to Nicaragua from screwworm eradication – a joint effort between Nicaragua and the United States from 

1991 to 2012 – exceeds $200 million per year. 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

On April 29, 2024, Nicaragua notified the World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH) of the first 

confirmed detection of New World screwworm (Cochliomyia hominivorax) since June 1996. The 

WOAH report noted one confirmed detection on March 12, and 68 susceptible animals (or unconfirmed 

detections). The WOAH report also noted the source of the outbreak as “illegal movement of animals.”  

[Note: Costa Rica – Nicaragua’s neighbor to the south – declared screwworm a national health 

emergency on February 7, 2024.  See GAIN Report CS2024-0003 for more information.] 

 

Nicaragua has approximately 6 million head of cattle, generating nearly $1 billion of beef, dairy, and 

live animal exports annually. In addition to increased mortality, screwworm can significantly reduce on-

farm revenues from remaining cattle, affecting rural livelihoods more broadly. Effective treatment of 

cattle affected by screwworm requires use of larvicidal compounds that result in dairy cattle being 

withdrawn from milk supply chains. Most cattle in Nicaragua are ‘dual purpose’ animals, relied upon 

primarily for milk as a stable source of income.  

 

On April 3, the Nicaraguan legislature published Executive Decree 030-2024, declaring the screwworm 

outbreak a national health emergency. Under the decree, the national animal health authority, the 

Institute for Agricultural Protection and Health (IPSA), established a National Campaign for the 

prevention, control, eradication of screwworm along with stringent reporting requirements and the 

authority for on-farm inspections and animal movement control points. As of April 4, IPSA had 

established nine animal movement control points along key transportation arteries in the southern half of 

the country (see map below).  

 

Figure 1. Map of Nicaraguan Animal Movement Control Points  

  

Source: IPSA 

Note: Red markers correspond to animal movement control points.     

 

https://wahis.woah.org/#/in-review/5655
https://fas.usda.gov/data/costa-rica-costa-rica-declares-screwworm-emergency
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/164aa15ba012e567062568a2005b564b/849aa818c980796106258af6006c4133?OpenDocument
https://www.ipsa.gob.ni/Portals/0/Noticias/2024/GBG_2024/SITUACION%20ACTUAL%20DE%20GBG%2004-04-2024.pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

The attached document was downloaded from IPSA’s screwworm website. In addition to a number of 

graphic images of screwworm cases, the document also includes instructional material to assist with 

citizen surveillance and detection of the screwworm fly and its larvae. 

 

Figure 2. Screwworm Fly Identification Poster  

 
Source: IPSA screwworm website.  

 

Attachments: 

SITUACION ACTUAL DE GBG 04-04-2024.pdf 

https://www.ipsa.gob.ni/Gusano-Barrenador
https://www.ipsa.gob.ni/Gusano-Barrenador
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=2390&q=a2f35ddc-c103-4ab1-a867-1ed6f1d742cb

